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Eagle Photo and Enyravinge

S way dHcovercd' by the
The Lewn Tragedy two men \hown in the
upper picture kneeling at the p)dce ‘where Sam Levin
shot his daughter and then attempted to kill- hlmscll
They are Frank Baird (left) and Francis thmy In
_the lowex,_iplc(une Détective -Harvey Jackson pomts to
a bullet hole in the windshield of the car in which the
man and his daughter drove to the. outskirts of tke
city. The hole was made by the bhullet th.lt creased
Levin's -scalp. Another hole in the rear window was
made by a bullet that he fired at himself and missed.

~The Wyoming Eagle, August 18, 1937



~The Wyoming Eagle, August 18, 1937



Bugle Photo and Bograviog

is the building“pictured
A House of Tragedy \. s’ e house
at 1001 E. 20th owned by Sam Levin, Cheyenne mer-
chant who fatally wounded his daughter and then at-
tempted to commit suicide after making a mercy death
.pact with the girl.

gl

~The Wyoming Eagle, August 18, 1937




Sally’s Grave Marker



County Permit No......2820...... city PERMIT N© 7311
CITY OF CHEYENNE, WYOMING
BURIAL PERMIT
.August 18, 1937

Cheyenne, Wyo.,.

The City of Cheyenne hereby grants permission to...... paul H, "orland
to inter, in Lot JeWi;h ...... Cemetery, the body of
Sally Levin Age..38 Sex....Female
Color.. White . ... Cause of death.. Gunshot wound in head and chest
Date of Death......August 16, 1937 Place of Death... Cheyenne, Wyoming
Attendant Physician.PaUL He Wiorland, Coroner  Undertaker. PaUul He viorland
Received $.NQNE et yment in full for Opening and closing by man emxc)loyed by Jewish
opening and closing grave in City Cemetery. people as cgep&kerl in the{' <& etery. 3
N L LA . oo B VO

S T ity Clerk

“Assistant City

—~C =

e

Sally’s Burial Permit
—Dorothy Feldman, Mt. Sinai Congregation



Family Photo - Date Unknown
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Wyoming State Hospital

—Courtesy of Evanston Public Library



Wyoming State Hospital

—Courtesy of Evanston Public Library



Wyoming State Hospital

—Courtesy of Evanston Public Library



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE

DISTRICT OF  WYOMING.

FILED

NOV Q1987

UNITED STATES OF  AMERICA Charles J. Ohnhaus
Qlerks
vs, 5 g o3 C.
No. A2Q] CRIM.

SAMUEL  LEVIN.

INDICTMENT for violation of Section| 453,
Title 18, USCA. Manslaughter
committed within limits of a
Military Reservation.,

4 TRUE B\I@Jﬂ'h?

C‘jman of Grand J‘ury.

CARL L. SACKHETT,
United States Attorney for the
District of Wyoming.

JOHIN C., PICKETT,
Asst, United States Attorney for
the District of Wyoming.

Grand Jury Verdict, Cover Page
—~The National Archives, Federal Records Center



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ;
’ SS.
DISTRICT OF WYOMING.

WITHIN THE TENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT OF THE UNITED STATES.

In the District Gourt of the United States for the Dis~
tyict of Wyoming, said district being a part of and within the
Tenth Judicial Circuit of the United states; at a regular term of
sald District Court begun and held at the City of cheygnne, in thg
gounty of Laramie and State of wyoming,.in the Di#tricé of
Wyoming and Judicial ¢lrcuit aforesaid, on the eighthjdﬁy of
November, in ﬁhe year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and
thirty-seven:

The Grand Jurors of the United States of America, good
and lawful men, suwmmoned from the body of said Districf of Wyoming
within said Tentthudicial Gircuit of the-United States, then and
there being, and then and there being duly impaneled, sworn and
charged by the Court aforesaid; to diligently inéuire and true
presentment make for said District of Wyoming, in the name and by
the authority of the United States, upon their oaths do find;
charge and present: .

That heietofore, towit, on the sixteenth day of August,
in the year of Qur Lbrd one thousand 'nine hundred and thirty-seve
at a point or place located within'ﬁhe limits of that eertain
Wmilitary Reservation known as the Fort Francis B, Warren Military
aeservation; a place then and there within the exclusive jurisdict
of the United states of gmerica, in the County of Laramie; in the
pistrict of Wyoming, within the boundaries of the state of Wyoming
within said Tenth Judicial Circuit, and within the Jjurisdiction of
this gourt, one SAMUEL LEVIN, then and there being, did wilfully,
knowingly; unlawfully and feloniously; without malice; and in a

sudden heat of passion and in the commission of an unlawful act,

Grand Jury Verdict, Page 1
—~The National Archives, Federal Records Center



make an assault in and upon one Sally Levin with a deadly weapon,
commonly called a gun, tﬁe same being then and there charged amd
loaded with gunpowder and bullets, and then and there being held in
the hands of the sald SAMUEL LEVIN, and the said SAMUEL LEVIN

did then and there feloniously, wilfully, knowingly and unlawfully,
without malice, and in'a sudden heat of passion end in the
commission of an unléwful act, point at, discharge "and fire at ,
against and upon the said Sally Levin the said bullets: so
discharged and fil;Ei from said gun, and did thereby miortally

wound the said Sally Levin in such a mamer that the said sally
Levin died a short time_thereafter; énd the said SAMUE#. LEVIN,

in the manner aforesaid, did then and there wilfully, knowingly,
unlawfully and.feloniously XILL the said sally Levin, ;:ontrary

to the form of the statute in such case mgdé and provided, end against

e
the peace and dignity of the United )S;té’ue‘s of ﬂmrggrieaf.

United states Attorney for the
District of Wyoming.

Grand Jury Verdict, Page 2
—~The National Archives, Federal Records Center



JOSéPH B. LUTZ - FEDERAL BUILDING
PROBATION OFFICER CHEYENNE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

OFFICE OF PROBATION OFFICER
DISTRICT OF WYOMING FILED

NOV 171937 |

AEPORT OF U. S. PROBATION OFFICER | Chetlead. Obahaus

Cleriz
IEVIN, Samuel, oOrim. #4287.
CHARGE: ™ Kanslaughter.
SOCIAL Your Probation Offié}er visited Levin Sunday, November 7, 1937,

EISTORY and talked with him alone.

Age 48. Born in Russia. Entered the United States at Galveston,
Texas, 1911, Came to Wyoming in 1916, Naturalized in 1920 at
Cheyenne,

Sducated in the Hebrew schools in Hussia.

FAMILY Married Ida in russia in 190%. Children are:
Mary, daughter, born in xussia, 27, married, in los Angeles
Archie, son, lives in Los Angeles
ksther, daughter, 22, employed as bookkeeper
Sally, " 16
Hax, son, 17, in high school.

¥ary, Archie and _:sw‘;her graduated from Cheyenne high school,
Archie had one year in the university of wyoming.

WORK VIn Omr.ha, worked 2~ years for Swifi & Company
RULORD WoFk 8L years for Union Pacific wailroad vo.

Came to Cheyenne, 1918, and worked for uv. F. 5 yesars.

in the meantime took up a homestead 16 miles southwest of
Cheyenne, and then erwat,ed in the furniture business up to
the present.

HRLIGICN Jewish. Was last year President .of the Jewish Council in
. Cheyenne,

WILITARY Registered for the World War but was not called.

SERVICE

RESCURCES In addition to the store, until recently owned'two‘houses,
1901 and 1905 East 20th Street.

PEYSICAL -Family have enjoyed good health with the exception of sally

CONDITION who experienced a physical and mental break about July 1,
1937.

1NSTANT : Probation Officer visited Levin in his home and he gave in

CASE

substance the following statement regarding this ‘GI‘Olﬂ"l“

Probation Report, Page 1
—The National Archives, Federal Records Center



A

" wally's mental turn occurrsd sbout July lst.
they © s both & physical and mental break. che had had a
serious fall when she was sbout six years old, and the parents took
her to Dr. ey for physical examination. "hey insisted on an X-ray,
and Ur. Lay took her to the purton clinic, but the X-ray failed %o
show any difficulty.

Lr. Bunten diagnosed the present case as dementia praecox, and
stated that she would not likely improve. It was suggested that
they teke her to tr. Eilton, 2 specialist in Lenver, who corroborated
Ur. Bunten's diagnosis. Heér condition by this fime had grown more
serious, so they placed her in a private sanitarium in Lenver where
she remained one week, They then brought her home.

Levin states that Sally was in a great mental disturbance over the
fact that they felt she would never be well agein, and mede several
attempts to take her own life, once by turning on the gas, and second
with a butcher knife.

Fapers were then made cut for her commitment to Lvanston, to which
she protested and begged her father to end her 1ife rather than put
her away. Levin stated that in im his disturbed condition over her
he had & feeling that perhaps he was going the same way, and this
feeling grew in intensity. Sally finelly proposed that if he would
not put her out of the way that he go with her. The time had come
for the completion of the papers for her commitment and go to ir.
#hi for his signature. ne claims he was without qleep for a
week or ten days, and when Sally prctested against going to Evanston,
and insisted or the compact to end her life, Levin ag*‘ead arvd
instead of gzoirng to Dr. Shingle, orove to tbe edge of town where

tne deec was commlttec.

Levin states thet when he came to and found himself in the hospital
on & cot beside the cot on which Sally ley and heard the doctior
announce thai she was dead, that he experienced z sense of relief
that he did not know how to described, end which he was sure if

he did, noe one would understand. He had carried ocut her desires
and khis only disappointment was that he had failed in his attempt
to zo with her.

This story as given to the Frobvation Officer corroborates in all
important particulars the facts brought out at the coroner's inquest.

Probation Officer azlso contected ¥rs. Levin who states that her
hushand has always been a kind, gentle men, fond of his family,
that he talked 1little but kept his troubles to himself,

Probation Cfficer contacted Esther, who corroborated her mother's
stetement that her father was always kind to his family and very
fond of all his children,

Probation Report, Page 2
—The National Archives, Federal Records Center



Levin, Samuel, Orim, #4887. concluded.

XOT
FSYCHO-
PaTEIC

Contact was a2lso had with REebbi Krasch, who came %o the Probebvion
Cffice and discussed ths case. Rabbi Xrasch explained that Levin
had been President of the Jewish Council the past year, and hed
enjoyed a good rsputation among the Jews. .The Rabbi was on his
vacation when this tragedy occurred, and stabtes thait he believes
if he had been here, in his extremity Levin would have come to

him and he would have been diverted from carrying out his decision.

Rabbi Frasch stated that insanity seldom occurrs in Jewish families,
and is considered a very great misfortune.

Only one other instance that could be in any way significant
was discovered in the Levin family; that of the oldest daushters
marriage to a gentile sometime ago. Levin was greatly disturbed
over it. According to Rabbi Krasch, he felt that a marrisge
outside of the fold was & reflection upon the family and that
her Tamily could never be accepbed into the Jewish householés.’
Fe was very critical of Lary, to the extent that he in turn
was severely ‘eriticized by other members of the Jewish
congregation.

Probation Officer asked Dr. Andrew Bunten if he felt that the
emotional flare expressed at the time of Mary's marriage had any
comnection with this disbturbance in the way of a2 general psycho-
vathetic condition or a diseased mind., Dr. Bunbten stated that he
did not bslieve there was any counection between the two, that each
instance grew out of the circumstances surrounding these two
matters. ,
o ) oA
Dr. Bunten further states he did not believe Levin wewrld-be psycho-
pathgéic and that he did not believe there is any danger of a

T reépetition of a t¥ouble of this .sort. He based his statement on

the ettitude of Levin irmediately after the tragedy. He stated
that in a psychopathic condition would have found Levin highly
emotional, whereas in this instance he seemed calm and resigned.

U. S. frbbation Cfficer

Probation Report, Page 3
—The National Archives, Federal Records Center



IN THE.DISTRICT COURT OF THE. UNITED STATES
FOR THE DISTRICT OF WYOMING.

FILED !

NOV 17 1937

Cherles J. Ohabaus,

UNITED STATES Clevks

)
)
V. 3 No. 4267 Crim.
SAMUEL LEVIN. )

By the Court on Application for Proba.tion."-;‘

i

The .c.eLSe now befo:e the Court is of a strange paradéxical na-
ture and therefore the more difficult to dispose of. It can prob-
ably be most aptly described as one which is sometimes célled
YiMercy homicide." There are those who openly espouse tk;e legit=-
imacy of such a method of ending human suffer;ing. Mo dcfmbt mogt
people are strenuously opposed to it. A goodly number ?I:ia.y,be in
doubt when the most favorable circumstances lend strength to its
humane purpose.. Yerhaps no one would favor an indiscriminate rat-
ificafion of‘the. aim based"solely upon the mental operation of the
agent who seeké to ‘accompiish‘ the desired end in the relief of the
afflicted. Cef;éi?l}r’”all would agree that "carte blanche" justi-~
fica‘bion of this 'b,ﬁﬁe of homicide would be exceedingly dangerous.

It is beyond the province of the Court I take it, in a time
like the present to attempt a philosophicalr discugidn and a de.;f,61"i11-
ination of the correct answer to the question'. .

In this case there has been an indictment returned by a Grand-
Jury which charges this defendant with the crime of manslaughter.
The finding of this body is exclusively within its own province.

If one should feel that the charge should have been murder in the
first degree it is no answer here. In the ordinary understanding

the- charge of menslaughter means the taking of humen life with a
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degree of mitigation, but without complete justification. The
Grand Jury therefore must have felt that the crime revealed to
them had elements which partook of a form of mitigation or ciuasi-—
justification. At least all that we have before us i1s an indict-
ment 1“61‘ manslaughter to which tﬁe defendant has entered a plea of
guilty and hés presented apélica.tion for Probation.

The term probation is comparatively new in the jurisprudence.
of the Federal courts and is perhaps generally somewhat misunder-
stood. It is not‘ essentially intended to be made epplicable to
the crime cornnliﬁtegil but more especially to the person who% commits
the crime.  Its objective ig restitution and 1‘ecomﬁmstr{1ct.ion
of characi:,‘er in the individual whose background, tempereméant, pre=-
vious conduct, and moral and economic sense of responsibij.ity seem
to justify it. Hence we see those entering pleas of guiity to the
same class of crime treated differently; some being favored with
probation and others committed to institutions. This must be the
rule or else the Probation System would be but é farce. And when-
ever it is seen that probation is not indulged when applied for in
good faith, it ée.rt.ainly means- that iha‘c individual has developed
in the investigating and administering officers no hope for recon-
structed charactéﬁ _e‘ith;r on account of previous misconduct or
mental and mofal irresponsibilkity. Frequently by straining our
hope without the ordinary background, we are met with disappoint=-
ment and clefea£ and sometimes our best judgment is shockingly upset.

On account of the serious nature of the crime in the instant
case, the matter has byeen. investigated with :more than the usual
care by the proper officials, to bring forward all points which bear
upon this particular feature of the case. As the picture has been‘
presented to me, the defendant is or was the father of a family con-
sisting of both boys and girls. One of these, a girl aged about

16 years, became afflicted with a disease which thorough research,
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competent investigation and adequate treatment was thought to be
both incurabié and progressive. The daughter was aware of her con-
dition and implored the father to end her suffering and what to her
was felt to be a disgrace. This so preyed upon the father's mind
that the oﬁly way out seemed to be the mutual ending of their double
misery in a joint death. This was attempted by the defendant with
a sucgessfﬁl result as to the child, bﬁt with a serious but not
mortal wound as to the father. At least it can be sai& %hat he
himself tried to keep the faith. But he is how here to énswer to
the almost unfofgivable offense of hying slain his own offspring.

His life up to the time of that overwhelming crises had been
normal so far as investigation reveéls; a good husband; | a natural
and loving father; a good business-man; ‘2 men who paid ﬁis honest
debts; one who took pride in the. rearing and equipping o% his chil-
dregWith an adequate education; one respected by his fellow»citizens
and by those of his class and association, recognized.bykﬁeing placed
in positions of responsibility, respect and honor. Being of the
Jewish faith, it may be said with at least a degree of plausibility
that this great sorrow*which so strangely entered into his lifee found
its expression in the strohg family ties predominating this proud
race.

If the picture be painted without the absolute character of the
crime itself, the background is as perfect for the indulgence of a
probation plea as one could well find. Doés this element destroy
it? No man can answer that question with a degree of certainty.
Minds differ as they depend upon many varying phases of‘physiqlogical
reactions. Certain it is that no system of administrative criminal
Justice should condomne the act here charged or ratify its commission,
Nor does this Court. But in the philosophy of the Probation theory,

this would not appear an insurmountable obstacle.
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With one who was so obessed with the love for his child that
he himself would lay down his own life with hers, it can scarcely
be said that he is devoid of the sen¥ibilities of life; that he is
possessed of genuine criminal instinc.té; or that there is in him a
remote degree of danger of future lawlessness along this or other
lines. This then must be Ithe measure of “the Court's judgment,
against whose fallibility there is no insurance,in thig. as in all
human affairs.

The sentence ‘and Judgment of the Court is that the de'ﬁg‘endan‘&
be committed to an institution to be designated by the A't.tciirney
General for a period of five years, but that the sentence "ée sus~
pended and the defendant be placed on probation with the dtily deg~
ignated Probation Officer of this Judicial Di/strict for a Igeriod

of five years.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED ST
: FILED
NOV 171937

Chee:Joe . Onmhaug
Clerk

TFOR THIE DISTRICT OF WYIMING

-0~

UNITED STLIES CF AMERICA, )
Plaintiff, )

)

VSe % No. 4R67 - Crim.

SAMULL LEVIN, ) '
Defendant. )

SENTENCE AND JUDGMENT UNMDER PROBATION ACT.

At this day coames Carl L. sackett, Lsquire, District
Attorne‘yv, who ‘prosecutes the pleas of the Unite_d States 'in this be-
half, and the defendaht, Samuel Levin, in his own px’opeﬁ person and
by Clarence A. Swainson, Esquire, his attorney, also comes,.

The defendant, Samuel Levin, having been illdi(;'bed and arraign-
ed and having plead "Guilty" to the crime of manslaughtgr committed
vithin limits of a Military Reservation, in violation of Section 453,
Title 18, U.5.C.A., is then asked by the Court if he has anything to
say why the sentence and the judgment of the Court should not ﬁe

.pronounced'against him,”té which the defendant replies that he has
and thereupon makeé a statement to the Court, ’

IT ISfﬁHﬁHﬁfOBE’GONSIDERED, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED by the
Court that the said Samuel Levin be committed to the custody of the
At“borney General of the United States, or his authorized representa~
tive, to be confined in an Institution for the period of five (5)
years from this date, but it appeafing to the Court that it would be
proper in the premises to place said defendant on probation, under-
the Act of March 4, 1925, for the péric.xl of said sentence, IT IS

HEREBY URDERLED that said defendant be, and he is hereby, placed 6n

probation for said period of five (5) years, or during good behavior,
under the care and custody of Joseph B, Lutz, United States Probation
0ff10ef, Cheyenne, Wyoming, and that during such probation period he
shall comply with the gep_.eral conditions of probation as fixed by the

Attorney Gemeral of the United States, said defendant to remain at all

times subject to the jurisdiction of the Court under the provisions
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of said statute. ' ‘
IT IS FURTHZR ORDERED that a certified copy hereof be de-
livered to the 'said United states Probation Officer.

Dated this 17th day of November, A. Ds 1937,
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Eagle Phato snd Engraving

{3 l T J.. . than I did yesterday.”
I Feel Better Today g " fid yesterday”
express himself yesterday morning after Federal Judge
T. Blake Kennedy placed him on probation for the
mercy slaying of his 16-year-old daughter, Sally. Mus.
Levin said she was pretty happy also. The 48-year-old
furniture dealer is shown here in the first picture ever
taken of him for publication. Phote by Frencls Brammar

~The Wyoming Eagle, November 18, 1937




APFE/}‘R&NCET UNITED STATES DlSTI}!C"I" COURT, WYOMING
: {
Diatrict Conrt of the United States

DISTRICT OF WYOMING FILED
NV 151887
UNITED, STATES COF AMERICA,: Obesles J: ObsbaLS
: Clerk
Plaintiff.
v, No.. 4267 Crim.
SAMUEL. LEVIN,
Defendant.

.have been retained by and appear in the above-entitled cause, for and

L _docertify that__

in behalf of __Samuel Levin,

Dated this__15%h day of___ November

Cheyeane., WyO.

(Kindiy give post-office addresa)
USPA—FLEK—17-7(-33—1000~-031-22
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PROBATION SYSTEM, U. S. COURTS
IN AND FOR THE

Aizfrict Court of the Ynited States

FOR THE
____________ DISTRICT OF. -WYOMIdG, .

~Tobation Form 12

T FILED

NOV 241942

Charles J. Ohnhaus
Olerk

THE UNITED STATES
s,
SAMUEL LEVIN
Division....ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeene
Docket No. C-rim. #4267

1. COMES NOW. JOSEPH.B.. LUTE PROBATION OFFICER OF THE COURT
presenting an official report upon the conduet and attitude of probationer SAMUEL LEVIN

2. PRAYING THAT THE COURT WILL DISCHARGE PROBATIONER FROM FURTHER

SUPERVISION,

3. RESPECTFULLY RELATING THAT THE PROBATIONER Samuel Lavia
was placed on probation by the Honorable...T'... Blake Kennedy

sitting in the court at ... Cheyenne. ,\!yomAng on the.. 17th___ day of Novenber....... 194.1937
who fixed the period of probation supervision at five.5).years and imposed the

general terms and conditions of probation theretofore adopted by the court and also imposed special con-
ditions and terms as follows:

4. RESPECTFULLY PRESENTING PETITION FOR ACTION OF COURT FOR CAUSE AS
FOLLOWS: "
(If short insert here; if lengthy write on separate sheet and attach)

That said probationer was permitted to go to California and has been under
the supervision of the Probation Officer there who states that probationer
hes lived up to the requirements of the Court Order in a very satisfactory
manners,

ORDER OF COURT . Res ly, ”.
Considered and ordered this.............. day / 4
Of o csnsmnssisnscissives 194._.and ordered filed Probation Officer
and made a part of the records in the above
case. Plage Cheyenne,.. Yyoming.............

Date...November..21,1942
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IN THE DISTRICT COURYT OF THE UNITED STATES

FOR THE DISTRICT OF WYOMING FiLED
-0~ NOV 241942

Charles J, Ohnbhaus

. Olerk )
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ;
Plaintiff, ;

vS. ) No. 4267 Criminal
) i

SAMUEL LEVIN, g
Defendant. )

ORDER DISCHARGING DEFENDANT FROM PROBATION

" At this day comes Joseph B. Lutz, Esquire, Prgbation
Officer for the District of Wyoming, and presents his official
report on the conduct and attitude of probationer Samue} Levin,
defendant herein, advising the Court that the period of probation
of said defendant has expired, and that said defendant has not
violated his probation and that his conduct has Been reported as
satiéfactory. )

IT IS THEREFORT, ORDERED that sald defendant, Samuel

Levin, be; and he isAhereby, discharged from sug¢h probation.

Dated this 24th day of November, A, D. 1942.

4

Aff// 4ﬁék§}g?{;g '
ST J}dg7 //,/
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